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Project Objectives 
This cross-sector, interdisciplinary Partnership is focused on developing understandings of how 
Music and Creative Technologies (MaCT) can be applied in ways that will support inclusive 

opportunities for creative expression, lifelong learning and participation, and enhanced quality 

of later life. Our partnership is founded upon the idea that digital music technologies offer 
strong potential to: 

 serve as a vehicle whereby older people may overcome barriers to creative musical 

engagement and maximize the potential for the wider benefits of music-making to 
enhance their quality of life; and 

 function as a context where the generational digital divide may be mediated.  

 
Our Partnership is designed to:  

1. mobilize knowledge from cross-sector, interdisciplinary, and intergenerational 

perspectives concerning the ways in which music technology can support a creative later 
life;  

2. expand the opportunities for creative expression through music, amongst older 
people; 

3. deepen the learning and engagement of older people in our digital age in ways 

they will find meaningful and relevant;  

4. create resources that will be used by caregivers and community music leaders 

in their professional practice.  
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Background 
Two key challenges underpin our Partnership objectives: 

 We are witnessing a longevity revolution whereby the global population 

aged 65+ is increasing markedly. The aging population represents a triumph of 
public health policy yet poses substantial challenges for sustained quality of life, with 

particular issues relating to depression, loneliness, and chronic disease. In response, a 
growing body of evidence has demonstrated significant social, emotional, and cognitive 

benefits of music-making amongst senior citizens.  

 The 21st century has seen an accelerated use of digital technology. 

Increasingly, attention has turned towards the possibilities offered by technology for 
enhancing the quality of later life. However, a generational digital divide persists. 

Engagement with technology within the practice of listening, playing, creating, and 
performing music provides a stark example of the digital divide. Although music 

technology with younger people is now well-established, there is limited research 

concerned with the use of music technology to foster positive quality of later-life.  

 

 

Partnership activities 
Recognizing the complex needs of an increasingly aging population and the potential of new 

creative digital technologies to meet these needs, our partnership will engage in 

communicative dialogue and participatory action research activities to address the 
following critical questions: 

a. how can MaCT be mobilized and adapted in order to maximize equitable access in later 
life to creative musical expression, engagement in learning, digital literacy and quality 

of life amongst older citizens?  
b. what related knowledge and understanding can be developed in the context of 

intergenerational learning?;  

c. in what ways might emerging music technologies foster digital literacy and mitigate the 
generational digital divide in Canada and elsewhere?; and  

d. what are the risks, opportunities and related ethical questions raised by the adoption 
of digital music technologies in contexts focused on the care and support of older 

people? 
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